‘0 magnify
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A BOOK OF THAMKSGVING

INTRODUCTION

In 1854 & Bock of Rermambance was
published o calebraia tea camenany
al the apening of the bulding in
Mizrwich thet bacarme ko &
Surrey Chapal. The reasons for the
publication were simply staisd in the
opaning paragreph;

The aim of the narrative i@ nof fo
exgit men, movr the church - gragsful
for Geod thawgh we are for the
hustony of both - but fo render owr
humible and haady thanks o His
Iarme wite i HiE wisdom and iowe
choze amd called ot thoze who for
S0 many years mimstened at

Surrey Chape,

{0 magniy the Lord with me,
and et us exalt his name logethar
Paalm 34 verse 3,

Ire 2004, we acho this hopa, Much
of the bt and pichures in the
anriar Book of Rememirancs are
reproduced here. There heve been
& further 50 years of church lite that
are recardsd, evean if cnly In
outims. Thers is also the
apgariunity o enlarge an some
aspacts of the sarly years of tha
church, and parhaps sal il mane
firrnity in the wider conbext of
Morwich in the middls of the

Thib cantuny,

Wi ara iaking tha opporunily 1o
celebrabe the 1501h anniversary of
e opening of the first purpose-bultt
Surrey Chapel. Cwver the years that
cover the history of this particular
church, names have changed and
buildings Fave been demolished,
which hes sometimes caused
congregation under the ministry of

Robert Govell began in 1644, and
was called the Bazasr Chapsl after
the nams of the rented hall in which
thay mal. They aubgraw this
accarmmcdalion and a new building,
originally krown &s Ebanazer
Chapel, Sumey Road, wes openad
in 1854, Ths Book of Remeambrance
was writhen 1o commeamorate the
cenfanary of thal oocasion.  Car
the years, the congregation became
krowm &3 Surrey Chapel, and in
1885 when ths church mowed to the
northam side of the city, it was
dacided fo keap that name. Tha
presant baoklet is therafone wrillen
1680 years from the firat messting of
the congregation and 150 years
gince the opening of the
purpose-buill Chapal,

There ane good ressons 1o lake a
backwards look. [t 8 dear thata
group of Christians in 18th cantury
Morwich wes prepansd to taks a firm
st about matiars they considerad
o be ol greal impaiance in thair
Ivem. Ty were willmg o go in
directiors thet probebby aurprized
thoes around them They were also
invalved in e community,. Such
resalve shoukd encaurage those wiho
follcw tharn, the Surrey Chepel

farrily of the 21at cantury.

01 me 1500 anniversary of the opening of the firet Surrey Chapel building
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NORWICH IN THE 19TH CENTURY

The middie years of the 198h camury
in Britain ware a rich mis of
enterprisa and tradition, wealth and
poverty. Queen Victona had come
by the (hwe in 1837, the British
Empire was expanding. and the
raftwaEys were being buill.

The second edition of White's
Histony, Gazattesr and Directory of
Morfolk, published in 1845, gives a
fascinaing overview of both the
courty and ihe city. Many pages
are gven 1o the history of churches,
both Anglican and others. A lengihy
paragraph cutlines the Religiows
Sociaties of Narwich, which wesa:
S NUrmenous and as liberally
supporied as those of most ofher
places’ Bible Socielies and
missionary organisations ane lsted,
inclhuciing the City Mission Socialy
which had bean establshid in 1636
and was:

.. SUppOed by al religours
denominalions, falowing] yearly
salares of from L40 fo £65, fo sy or
soven missionanios, who visk the
Faiaiinsy ol Fid faatar R Bl Durpdidie
of imparfing revgious dinacbon, in
adidifian o winch they ans offen the
maans of bringing ssasomable redel
fo distressed famibes in tmes of
sickrass and poverly

(While, 1845, p, 123)

It ailscy rnlicrued that T first
Sunday School in this ¢ty was
establshed in 5t Stephen's parish,
1785, sinca which others have bean
attached o most of the churches
and chapals' and estmated thal
there were ‘upwards of S000 Sunday
scholars.' (White, 1845, p. 123)
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The middle years of tha ninelesnth
cantury saw the growth of the boot
and shoe ndusliy in Nomeach. The
pumber of employed workers mose
than trebled ower the bwanly years
that saw the establishment of Suray
Chapal and the construction of its
first buiding (Graen and Young,
1968, p. 32). In the twentieth
caniuny numibers were 1o rige even
higher =0 that {he decision was
taken to locate the headgquarters of
the National Linion of Boat and
Shoe Operalives in a purpose-buil
affica and mesting reom in the city.
Oty a few years later, in the 13708,
membership had declined so much
that it was decided o sell the
buildings, H & poignant 1o reaise
that Surrey Chapel which stared al
the tirme of the growth of the
indusiry moved in 1885 to the
building vacated by the trade whisn,
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ROBERT GOVETT AND THE BAZAAR CHAPEL

The Book of Remeambrance
gives am account of the
Preparation and
Foundation’ of the
church;

Letf us hark back o
e Bagpiniwing of Iing
story. On Februgry
I4th, 113, at Stainag
in Migdlasax,

Rabarn Gowed

wills Lam i 8

e known
ecclasiastical

family. With a
clerical caraar in visw
he grachumed & Cxford
Univarsily and became &
Falfow of Worcestar Colege.
(1954, p. 4)

Ha was ihir aldast son of the vicar
of Stanes, and at beast two of his
brothiers also went to Oxtord
University and were labsr ordaned
(Foster, 1887). Mr Govett was
made a Deacon of the Church of
England in May 1836, In ihe Samg
yiar, he was appointed as & Curale
in Bexley, Kent, and the Tollowing
yaar he was ordained & Prisst. |
appears that he also served for two
yirars in Somars Town, an ared of
nofth London between King's Cross
and Eugton (Morolk Recond Office
FC 76/84). It had been the home
of refugees from the French
Revalution, but by the middle of the
181h century was a slum.  The Book
of Aememibvance conlinues:

In May 1841 he cama fo Monwich and
aaswmed the Curacy of 5 Stephen's
Church, whaens he afircied ‘crowds

of fhe elife of Norwich!
(to quote a

CONREITHRAGEY
mewspaper) by his
prisaciving and
leaching, Then a
dout arose n
his mind on the
prachice of
Intard Bapdism,
and this fed
the young
Clate o 8
cavaful s fudy
of the whoke
Subject of
Cheiziian Baphizm
i the Mew Testament.
A wigit to 5 Mary's Baptisi Chapel,
whare he wilressad for the st ime
the rife of Balovers' bapksm by
iTumarsion, comanced m at once
of itz Scriphural ordination, and a
fenw dlays later he was baphized
hirmagedf af 5 Mary's by the
minisher - Rasr Witiarm Brack,
(1854, p. 4)

Some of Mr Govelt's papers, now
deposiled for sale heaping in the
Horfedk Record Office (MRO), give
grealer delail aboul lal ciutial
stap. There ane teo much
corrected draft letters by him,
dating from the end of January and
fhe beginning of Febnsary 1844,
axpressng his concerns,

The first of these lefiers can ba
assumed to be 1o his wicar, the
Reverend Stephen Attlay, and the
second (o Edward Staniey, Bishop
of Noewich, Part of Mr Goveli's
diafl to the Biahop resds:

ﬂﬂ Thi 180th annhversany of the opening of the irs! Surney Chapal Building
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‘Being mow convinced fhaf ot a faw
points are unserpfurs) in e Ch, of
England sendes lor the baplizm of
iz, [ wiite to dndormr you that |
cannal conscientiously Lse that
service 85 prescribed by the
prayerboak any mona,

(MAD FC7TE &)

The Bishop was speedy in ks
regpongs. In his own hand, he
wrota to Aobart Gowvall on the

2md Fabruary 1844 {a Friday] and
reaked M Govells lioenoe as
Curats of 5t Stephen's (NROD FG
Taied). Whilst this would have
preventad him frorm faking amy
furthar pard in Anglican church
activiiies in Naraich, i1 weas nat ol
34 years later that Mr Govett
tormally lefi the Chwrch of Englamd.
He wrote & Dead of Relinguishment
fo ‘all rights, advantages and
examplians of the Cllice’ which was
sesled at the High Cowrt of Justica
(Chancary Division] on tha 18th
Febnuary 1878 (NRO FC 7a/80).

Ha also had to relinguish his
Fellewship al Waorcaster College,
Cnford, reportedly loaling an annual
Imcome of £300, &= at that tirne tha
position could only be held by
crdamad membars of the Anglican
chureh, He had been appointed &
Fallow In 1855 and resigned in
1844, the evaniti year when b et
5t Stephen's. H has also besn
suggasted that somea financal
suppa fram his lamiy was
withdrawn, Mo speclic details have
b found, but it would appear that
e comtinued to hava some form of
privale incormss,

Altsaugh he was leaving his

appointment in the established
church, Roben Govetl was mot

Rt ot afer imaamg 5 Depben’s

stapping oul o & presioushy
wntroddan void, In 1838 Geongs
Jeckell, & curale al Wymondham
Abbey, 11 miles down the London
road from Morwich, had resigned his
poEition because of his conviciions
abaut the unsorpfural natune of
indant baplism He joired with
atherg in the market town,
sventually descrizing the gathering
as undenominational, mesting
'simply as Christians’ (Enfry 464
Wyrnandharm, Ede and Virgoe,
1284). Mo definite ink hes yet been
found betwsen Jeckell and Govett,
bt the parallsls betwean tha twio
chesarve nota,

In his |etier the Bishop makes it
claar that ha knew Mr Gowvatt wae
ghving ‘lecturss’, presumably in the
buildimg then known as the Bazaar,
Built in 1831, i had baan used for
many activiies, In Jamnusny 1844,
for exarnple, a furmilure sale in the
Bazser was sdvertizad In the
Norwich Mercwy, offering not onby

The 150th anniversary of the apening of the Tirat Surrey Chapel building 04
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imeriar of the Bazsarn, as & was kv 1541

vary fine painfings' bul flso 'Bekars basic indormation aboud heir
palent mangle and a ‘hea-yess-ald buildifgs and the rurmbars

Bay Horae Pony'. A week later, the attemding on ome pariculss
Blazaar wae ako the scens for Sundey, the 30th March 1851, The

Baard's Photographic Porraits: subbmissions for Nodfolk heve besn
Taken in a few mirgdes, inall callsted inlo ane volame -
waalhars', Bul this adwertisamant Relgious Worshe i Moarfolk:
ended with the foctnote: 'WE Wil e 1851 consue of accommodshion
shortly closs'. | has not besn and aftemdance at worship,
possible to ascartain whather this I thelr infraduction, the authens,
was because of M Govall's Ede and Virgoe (1933), give a
mﬁﬂlﬁg g al the hu"ﬂ‘"ﬂg clear and detalsd FHM af the

Well-docurmentsd ewvents in 1851 backgrowrnd 1o the cansus and tha
providae detailed indopmation abow varied responses rmade by

Mr Gowstt's activities. A nationwide difleranl groups o denamination:s,
cansws ook place and each church,  before presenting the entries
chapel ar mesting was required 1o for the county, This cansus retum
complete a form a0 &3 1o provide clerifias saveral points, Tha nama

S Auncirew's. Broad Sreet. BAZANS CHAREL. CHRSTIANS but haws no denominstionsl names.
Hﬂmﬂﬂpﬂﬂﬁﬂqﬂmﬂﬂmww Sapaiale and Ening s, Exclicin Yan Sitings
free 550, other Mans all being

O 3 Mareh “Ihgﬂm Allemecn

Est no. of parsors 135 210
acfolars: B 45
Tolal 4 180 210

Aamarks Tha Duldng was originally bull for and Lsed & a Bazaas s duseg inlo we
compariments « ons being used jor the Ghapel. the other jor the Sohool ol Desgr
g 300 Mardh Goaett, Minkgier, Crelle Maadoy, Monsch

PorwsC @niny numiber &35, Relgvous Feovsnip o Mool Seo rapoauotion, pee J57)

05 1. 150 anniversary of he opening of he first Surrey Chapel building
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of Bazaar Chapal was given By

Mr Goveldt, nod by athers, and there
saame 1o Be no doubd that this was
a digtinct church, gthough without
denomination, with Mr Govett as
minister, 115 baginning (& Thursdey,
ihi 121 Felbrusny 1844) s precisaby
stated, coinciding with the wesl in
which br Govett wrote to the Bishop
of Morwich and received the reply
that defherrad him fram 51 Steoban's,

The cersus headings Exclusive and
Sepmate ard anfive relate o tha
Slabus amd use of e building, and
the answera given by Mr Govett
Imdicate that the church had
sxclusive uss of one particular
Buikding. The Crdnance Survey
plan for B anea dearly shows tha
't comparirments’ mentioned by
hirn, afthowgh by 1885, the date of
publication of the map, the smalksr

&

space was used as a 'Modal School!
rather than a 'School of Desigr'.

Mat all the chufdhes completing the
forms geve numbers attending,
awen though this omission would

seEm o nullify the whobs point of
ihe census,

Tix thie aast of Bazaar Chapsl stood
St Andrew's Church, Bul their
canaus raturm ls aperss with no
attendance nurmbers. The retum for
Bazaar Chapel showed highest
mumbers for the marning servics,
but stil commandable ligures 1o
bty thee atternocn and evening.

Decurments in the Mofolk Hecord Cilice (FC 7E/68) shaw thal the
congregatcn did not only mest for worship, but eko helped the local

community. There iz a list'Experaes of the Supper ghven at The Bazaar,
Fin Mareh 1848 and a manu card for ancther meaal for 50 at about the
sarme time,

Expenses of the Supper
Boe! S0 [oresumsiy pownds] 6 Td 181 1%
£ large puddings [ingroddee's includod scef and ) 143
Boer o4 pinis B

O it back of the K=l 15 a pofe:
Memic

Pizarly hafof ihe puddings wem e, akso 2 good deal of Beer and some Bread,

The menu Includsad

Turkery:, Formis, Fheasanis, Parinidge, Figeon
A handwrfian nate acced:

& sownnoign was placed Under meeny plabe.

The 150th anniversary of the apening of the irst Surrey Chapel building 06
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SURREY CHAPEL 1854

Sprey Jfrapal, nodh aodl, 1BO0 aneros

The Book of Remembrance seys
that Bazaar Chaps| became too
small for the congregetion and
lergar building bacama necassary,

It was opaned as Ebenezer Chapal,
Surrey Aoad, on the 21st Decamber,
1854, Tha meaning of the name is

tiat £2,300 of thie came from Robert

Giovatt himeslf. He received no
salary as ministarn, but thame was a
‘Fasiors Box' in which gifts might ba
placed, Nathing has bean laund in
e Mowember snd Decamiber lgsues
of the thnes local newspapss abowt

stane of halp' and
cormias from the Cld
Testarmen] refaranoes
thiat relsts to batles
bioth lost and won By
this nation of lsrasl

(1 Bamual chapbers 4
gl 7). The imposing
flirt and grey brick
buikding hed rowmd-
headsd windows, with
thi cost variously
regarted 1o be £3 200
ar £3,500. |t k= aaid

tha opaning of the new
building. Much was
being written sbaul the
Crirnea War, espedally
s siege of Sebastapo
and local news
appeaars o hova iakan
& serondany place,

The Book of
Remambrance
cantinueas; The ohnch
was Aol afivaled fo
Sy cenormimation,

07 e 150m annlersary ol the opening of the firet Surrey Chapel building
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and was reqistenad ol as
‘Chinstart, Wacksnomirngtiong”

Mr Gowvalfs feaching was based on
the Scripbures alone. 'What zaith the
Scrptures? was a phrese offen
Herard frarm fis Bos, and the ans e -
wien faund - was ing

Baginming with the Gospel of he
Girace of God, and Efermal Life g free
qift through Jesus Chnst, thens
Falfowed the doctrmes af

(il Warks aftar faith and Ghrisfian
faspOns |'|'.'|'|'|'|'f|-' 2

2] Reward according fo Works -
whathar qood or ban' - meted out af
the Judgrmant Seaf of Chrisf;

(21 The Mitermial Kingdom of Ghrist
an aanth: enfrance o & Ehe higihest
reward but conoitional]

{4 The iifaral fuiilment of promizss
ta larasl;

(8] The ifarsl inferpratafion of fhe
SETTOn o e Mourt, and of e
Apocalypes.

Alf these Soriphures and many cdhers
farmed the dociing! foundation

faid - and bull weon - by Mr Govatd
for over 50 pears, and after him by
hiz sucesseor Mr O A Panton.

The worship in Surey Road Ghapsl
was marked by sxtreme simplicify
Thare was no rmusio, bl a e
civalr af poung peaphe led the
EINQING wAnch weas hunsiw and
hearty; the cholmaster starting the
tunez by the aid of a woodsn
pich-pios sometimes aiuded o es
'Hhe dag of the fabie’ by Hhe

oty fadk,,.

Mr Govetts preschimg was enfirely
sxposifony and fis nofes cowld be
Hedd i e paim of s hand! The
Levdls Supper was celebrated i e
S4BT AR Was Ope fo Al rue

belevers. The paslar gave an
address,

Bapdisrm of balewers was by
dmmaraion, and i the first four years
of hiz miniziry behwesn three and
fowr hundred ... ware baptined
(1854, p. 10

harkes Handohon Spurpeart

There e & letier to M Gowett fram
Charles Haddon Spurgeon, the
imflusniial Baptist preacher of ths
168 penfury (MRO FC 79%0). Mr
Spurgecn writes from Clapkam on
thie 20th Oetober 18680, and raquests
some of Govetts racts on baptism:
to disssminade a great truth which is
ter too much kapt in the back-
graund.' On the batiom oomer of
i letter 2 & note thet reads: 1 am
infarmed that you wisely eachaw the
Tiths of Rewv - hence my addressing
vou & W' Thare are furthear katlars
fram Spungeon, the last daling Tram
13286. 11 le Imteresting to record that
through marrage, & link was
established betwean the Govelt and
Spargacn families. Foberd Govelt
Fad & sEter Eva (thaught o be
much youngear than him) and
iowarde e end of e nineiesnth
cantury eha marrisd 8 theodcgian

O Willigm E-pugam_ wha wes a
rephew of Charles Haddon
Spurgech

The 150th anniverzary of the opening of the first Surrey Chapel building UB
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af Stofe Holy CGross, Bramerton,
Great Mowhon, Swardasion,
Saxlingfurm Nedhergate and vanous
otfer villages; and brathran wanf fio
frase an Sundays o minisher fhe
Word and cefebvate the

Loro'z Sumper

Tiwo prayer meetings wene heid
weekly, and a short one before the
Sundmy rmarming sendoa, Duning
Mose years of high soriual el 0
me church thave warg homnorecs of
conversions and & fourshing
Sundsy School. Small village
churches were farmed ar haiped

hnﬂliﬂ
™

Cromaf Mowton Chapsl

Fine ool chaped, showm g the 1620 aferabon

ng The 150th anniverzary of the opening of the first Surrey Chapel building
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First and foremost Roberdt Govelt
was a man of prayer, No visit was
paid, pa vwislar recehed, no mathar
discussad without prayer baing
cffered first; and many thers wera

&= & resil of an Fsndew wilh 5.6,
i acciton fo his sty ar the

as a Siblical Exposilor, and fributes
to g wrilings came from many
zounces. (1854, p. 10 and 12)

O guch tributs appearad as a
mamair of Aobert Goveliina
raissue of one of his commantaries -
Govelt on Galafans (Moses o
Chrizr?). Festor W J Dalby identified
five characienistics:

The first iz logic. Few men squal
Govet! i ordared and susiamad
argurnent. He was fearless in
puvrEwing a podnf fo #s rational
covmciuEion; and none could puf fus
finger maors LNerghy on weak
spofs in curant theology. This
brings U 1o 8 secand feglse -
Giovetts enfire independemce.

He subjected the teachings of the
Seripfures fo a fresh scrubiny;

ot acguisseing o all the ordinany
docinines of postReformaton
Profestantizm. A fhind charecter=hc
of iz keaching s fs orgdersd
arangement - he was in the best
sanse of the fern a syshematic
theologian. He seems to have been
e firsl fo present it & claar wew the
truth of reward for bedevers af the
judgrmant saat of Chrat and ie
refafion fo e Millennial Kingdam,
A fourh featuve is simpicly of e -
e never sought lo impress by

&

beautiul phmsas, bt lo amgloy
fanguage direct and plair such as all
couid undarstand, Lasl buf mosd
impoitant of &N, he ever showed a
supreme deaire to bs faithiid fo the
Soriplures - fo reach Ha meaning of
the Spirt and fo sef if forth, He
revealad Mis pof least when he
comesged af tmas that he could not
umderstand a particiiar paseage oF
wevsl, and refused fo wrast i n
ordder i give a comenien
explanabion, [Dalky, 1630}

FRaturnimg 1o the Book of
Remembrancs:

Mr Govalt wes o a rediiimg
dispoailion and was nof wall known
cuptsicie the Chapad, but theve wene
zigng thal he was not guite the
reciuss that was usually supposed.
Az he neansd the end of iz miniziy
W numbars,  Many of Be onginal
members had disd or feff the oy
armd of thoss remaining a good
propantion ware thel sonz and
chatigiiera,

Az e eVl oraw Mesr VENoUS youwg
men wene inafed fo stay st Swrey
Lodge, and asslzfed the aged Pastor
zamewhat in the capacily of cuates.
Chrar of them remained savan
maniie, and of him, move ke

Though Robert Govetf felt bz end
wize nof far off he preached with
gqreat vigowr at the age of 87, anfy a
few waraths before his dealh, and the
Mmonits ifmess which terminaled s
e was rather the collapee of &
wioim-owd perzonaity than a speciiic
coNmHaind,

His Eittful friendd Mr Willarn Dix
(himsed now with his Pastor in the

The 150th anniversary of the opening of the irst Surrey Chapel building 10
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Pregence of thelr Lord) ministered’ fo
ham to the vary end. Az Robert
Gowed] had fved, 50 he ded, in the
atmasphere of prayer; for his iest
word - thowgh he appeared o be
unctiEclous - wag & fervant Amen
to @ preyer. This was an Felyuary
20, T,

He was laid fo rest &t the Rogsary
Cemetery in the presence of &
ooy number of peaple, inckaing
minisiers friom other churches in
fhe oty (1554, p, 1415)

His gravestana caries the modest
Fsciplion.

1IN MEMCFY OF
FROSERT GOAVETT, MA.

FOR FIFTY SEVEN YEARS
FASTOR QF THE CHLIRCH
CORKECTED WITH SURREY ROAD CHAPEL
NOF#ICH
WHCH FELL ASLEEF 21 FEB 1801
AGED 85 YEARS
Liriil thin Diary cenmn sl tha Dy 6ar arken

Tha inscription clearly indicates that
Govell's minisiry bagan in 1844, 1ha
date whan the Bazar Chepesl
began, Tha mamarial to Govetl,
na sibed in tha enfrance hall of tha
presant chapal, has a differant
emphass, 1 relers to the bulding of
tha Surray Road chapal in 16854 and
therelore only records e 47 yeers
ol Govells minising in that place
al wiorshigy,

Just over two weeks after the death
of Mr Govett a Church Mesting was
held to slect a Committes of
Managemant for Surey Chapel,

&

A weel later on the 12th March
1801: The Committes hald thair first
msafing o consider the bast staps
to taka far the success of e wiork
at Surey Chapel” The times of tha
eanvices were altered ao that the
Lord's Suppsr followsd 'the usual
praaching ([principally io balievars)'
in tha merming. The evaning sardce
was 1o be 'of an Evangelistic nature
and thrown open o cutaiders’. |t
was agread that: ‘a powsarful
harmenivm be introduced not as a
rmeans of warship or afiraction) But
puraly lor the purpose of aiding
e singimg.’ [WAD FC 7EM)

11 me 150m annlersary ol the opening of the firet Surrey Chapel building
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D M PANTON 1870-1955

The Boor of Remembrance
continues:

Durimg the infana! between the
death of Robarf Govedt and the
appoinirment of & syccessas, Fie Mie
church glacly acoephed he wise
and kindly sdwce of Rev Thomas
Phiifips of 5t Mary'z Bapiist Church,
and formed 8 commiffes b manege
affmvs, Nelfer ey qor be mew fal
God had aimesdy choden e new
Paater sl for af lsagt sewsen paors
had been training him far the office.
A bried account of the young 'Curmle
wiho hand lved savan manihis i dhe
frovse wilhh Mr Govet! & nierasting
and sigmifcant, in e aimianily of the
spinfual sxpenences through which
hath of them pessed. (1254, p. 21)
Devid Morrieson Panton was!

ham m Jamaica o (870, of & Church
of Englamd family his fsther baing an
Archdeacon, and bz uncle
Archbishop of the West indiss, hs
carmg fo schood i Ergland in J285,
Ty peusrs wore spevd af e O
Hal, Wellington, and a futher wo
years af St Lawrence's Ramegate.
From heare he wanf fo Cambiodge
Uinfeerely anfanng Gomile and
Cairs College o resd faw m
preparation for a legsl paneer

(1554, p. 21)

He came under the influence of a
godly man at Cambridge who led
ki {urtier slona The peth of
discipleship, with the reswl that:

For O M Panfon the feaching of the
Samon o the Mournt meant fHhe ena
of alf Hought of =i a5 o career: his
We Mmencefo must be one of
devation fo e Gospel.

Lice Roben Govell, when he s for
the firt fime the tuth of baptem by
immarsion, he abeyed # at once,
and came out of the Church of
England. Aftar lafing his Degrea he
redevmed o Jamaics fo face Mg

famify (1954, p. 23}

Feor fowr yaars be was Rasident
Warden &l the lpswich Social
Setilemsant before an invilation was
racaned fram the church at Sumeay
Streat inviting him 1o becams thair
Pastor, Thara is a lether in the NRD
frarm M Fantan ta ke D and &
mcre formal one addreszed to e
Brathiran giving &th Ociobar 1901 as
hits first Sundey. Hs came 1o
Morwich an a yaar's ‘saparimenial
arrangernen. The Book of
Remembrance cominues:

From the beginning hs waz
respeciad and foved by hiz fock,

et ol for his gracious and
clignilied parsenally, bt fo e
afand he slvays fook on mafters of
church doctnne, wialdling no pots
where Scripiwe ar precedent
warg invoiad,
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Hiz 24 years of ful-téme ministry were
frutfun indesd, and greaty blessed of
God, The wundenormymafional
Fracihons ware meiniamed, alko e
dociing posibion of he Chuneh,
That the Holy Spint was st work was
abumdantly ewidant in the largs
atfendences af He pryvar mesdings
and Bitva readings, as well as on the
Lards Day Comansions wene He
usus! thing amd baptiems followed.

Tive Sunday School alse was & fmve
of spiifual activly, amd reeched a
peak of cver 800 soholars and 62
tegchers and officers. Comerzions
wER ruTTeouE and many of foday's
heainars waee schobars of this
perad, (1064, p. 23)

Far same yaars during Mr Panton's
minisiry the pracice ol leet-washing
wias followsd. ery few referances
hawve been found, but & currsnt
member of the church remembars
that in Mr Pemion's fime & small
riumiser al brathnen would mest on a
Saturdsy night, poasibly onca

& ot

There was a mew and widening
mieslonary inerest. Thers e a leter
from Br Panton dated 8th June 1903
in his meficdous and clesr
henchwriling (MRO FC 76/81), Ha
mentions 1he selling up of the
Migslonery Band and writes:

A Chrighian sighan g oul of
MNordaett, wiode fo me the affner day:-
Far this privilege, this joy (of giving
to Mizziona), | am content to wear
my banne! and dress three wears
Behind the fasiwen'! This i quais,
but If i sound. | pray et God may
apen our hearts and puses, so that
owr love may find its way into

affiar fands,

&

The central pages of the Book of
Remembrance contained
phodographs of Surrey Chapal
missicraries and theair fields of
sardca, From 1808 10 1817, nine
indiwidusals went 1o Ching, malnly
with the China Inland Mission.
Henwavar, Miss M E Barber who laft
in March 1906 was not aflached to
any specilic organisation, Sha
came inlo contact with an 1B-yesar-
old Chiness corvert, Wedzhman
Maa, Sha providad him with makuna
spinfual advice and infreducad him
Ie & wide ramnge of Christian
Iterature, Inciuding works by Robert
Goyeti and D i Panton,

Watchman Mee's ministry lasted for
about thirty years. Through him
churchies were established and
carad for, mot only In China but
thwousghout the Far East. He was
amrestad and mprisonsd by the
Communists im 1852, e was nevar
released and died In prisan in 1872,

Citrsar misalon efforts wers mars
local. At least one current member
of Surrey Chapel took part in the
Cyda Missian Band, during fhe aarly
vears of the 1050s, On Wednesday
evenings In surmmer 20-30 peopls
wollkd cycle out of Noradch, often 1o
e villages to the souwth of the city
such s Stoke Holy Gross, Newlon
Fledmwan ar Wranningham, smnd kald
an open aif servioe 1D was a fraining
grownd for the younger men who
wara kearning to lead services and
praach, wilth tha ledies providing
suppart and singing.

Lk Mr GSowvatt, Mr Fandan alea
wrote many theological works,

This aspect of his ministry increased
and in 1624 the firsl ssue of the
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D magazine
appesred, with Mr
Parion as edilon

The Book of
Remembrances
confinues:
Uinforunsiely fhhe
Pasiors heaif was
ot equal fo the dual
load of church plus
magazing, and in
wigws of s he rafired
fravm e minisiy so
for oo to preach only
e Sunday in each
manth as g fule, This
was, of coursa, & big
Blow I ffe ofneh, Buf wihen
coungsl was needed, or on special
cocazions OUM.P was afways
‘get-at-able” and willng fo help.
(1954, p. 2528

The manthly sefman was taken
derwn I shorthand by a member of
the congregation, and often
appearsd as one of the articles ina
laber editicn of the manthly
fragazine,

Like hiz predecessor, he receled mo
zfafed salay (nor did he recele any
income from the Dawnl. The fundz
of the chursh wene freg-will offarings
alone, and of these the Pasior
recaived & percentage. Mo delbin
ware aliowed, no sales of work, ar
cdfier begqging methods of raizing
manay for God's work, In addion o
money gits sent fo missionanes
afber angible proofs of love and
fellowehip could be seen peardy in
the Chapal during Whitsun waek,
Metarirts and gamnes of af
descrnions, lamey stiokes, wootern
ang wooden goods, hamd-sewn
patchwork bedspreacs and cof

&

oovers, and 8 host of
affer things warg
dispayed every

yesr Ll wertime
rezfncfions made not
anly the purchese of
fatarnats el et
their camiadge akso
impoesitie.  Thromgs
af interezfen wsiors
fasilieg fo an
exhibilion that was
unigue and wel worth
geeing, but manelsd
that nothing was

For sl

Ira fELd) e Panton
macke the final hraak rom Surmey
Chape! and came anly on special
cocasions from Sherimpham whera
he had besn ving for sewveral years.
(1654, p. 28-27)

The last edition of Dawn appearad
shortly after Mr Panton's death in
May 1255 Even though praciicalby
bBedriddan, Mr Panton had kept 1o
hits rigarcus schecdubke, and praparad
the manusenigl lor the Jume edition.
A brief marnair of him wes added 1o
the last edition, which included the
comment: He laft no brokan,
urfinished work Behind,' Mantion
wias sso mada that in almost 100
years, the church hed had only tao
pestors: by such an unbroken and
tmithful mimistry, God causad great
fruths of fundamental imporance for
thia well-baing of His Church o be
desnly roated and established,
(Rarmaeay, Daw 374 164)
Meamwhile, tha church carmad on,
with vigiting speakers, misskangias
and |ocal brethren preaching, while
enguiries were made by the
comittes sbhout & poasible pasbor,
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JOHN D CLARK, DIED 1980

In 1947 the namea of Mr John D Clark
was infroouced fo e cfuvch, Ha
WES @ Mmissionary i Ecuaor unoer
the Chrishian and Missionany Allance,
and a nephew of Mr Panfon.
Arrangemerds wera mads for him fo
coyne ovar i England for o rmonths
ang aocupy the pulpdl af Swrey
Chaped, # oid not take Mr Clark even
that lamgth of fime to win the sffection
of the church membsrs, who wers
wanmoLs i thedr maksbion fo b o
Becormee el Pasion, Afer he e
macke e NBCesssy arrangeneants,
M Clark refurmed fo Monwich in
August lB4E bringing Mre Glark and
fwo of thair sore. He was welcamead
it fhe Pastonfe af @ specin fea
ang meetng.

Surrey Chapal was his frsf
experiance of pestors! wonk and be
must e fownd i anduous; but fof
O pears he gEve devoled senvice,
ncl anly i ihe Bl B i personel
imenviews and wisdling and in doing
my parsonal kindnessas. No
repuaral far a vigit from Pasdar Clary
ever want unheeded no matier
whanoe it came, In these duties he
was ably nszishad by Mre Clark
whose grecious persanlity
endeared her fo fhe young falk and
fo e warman, &f whose meaafings
she was always a walcoms spaeakarn

Byt ‘once @ mizsionany - always a
mismionary’; and gradualy the recall
fo Ecuador was felf, becoming moare
ard ove inaistent as firme want on,
and n December 1657 Mrand Mrs
Cilark and family rstwmad fo the
miszion fsld. They worked for a
yoar in the Unifed Stafes befone

goimg on to Cuite i Bcwador, from
whara Mr Clerk broadcast the
Gospel in Spansh and English fram
the Raolo Ststion H.C.JB.

1854, p. 27 and 280

Towards the end of the Book of
Remarmbrance fhara is f vary
simple statement, followed by
a8 single word:

Since then the chureh has had no
Pastor, but carmies an i faith and
hope for God o revesl! His Plan for
e Futtve, EBENESER.
{1854, p. 289

Thie reminded readers thet the
buildimg's original nams had bean
Ebenezer Chapsl, suggesting that
tiwe church had Begun with the
assurance hal the Lerd had halpad
tam. By closing ther brief history
of the hundred yeare of the building,
tha authons reminged the church of
thair hope for the fulure, They did
el know ey wene o be without a

15 me 150m annlersary ol the opening of the firet Surrey Chapel building




150

A BOOK OF THANKSGEMNG

Pastor for @ further ning yaars, b
thiey corfinued with the carmdction
that the Land Fad initially ensbhed
thern to ralee the ‘stons of help' and
that his halp and pressnce would be
with tharm in the utuna

Marry responsibilties during this
pericc tell on Mr Fred Weasaiherley,
who had becomes a Deacon in 1230
amd fior 28 years, until 1574, held the
pasiticn of Church Sacralary, Much
af the crgenisation for the cantanary
celebralions in 1954 ware
undertaken by him, rcduding the
baking of a large rectangular cake,
decoratad wilh &n open book
raprasenting the soriplures

bir Famiion was unable 1o be
present, bul made a taps reconding
thet was playsd during the ssrnice
on the 16th Decamber 1954,

He suggesied lines of thought and
achion for the chiurch &nd the firg
wiera: ‘put the Holy Scripture above

avirylhing - living it, leving i,

masiening i, amd in that order
(Dawm 3741820, The next Pastor af
Surrey Chapel dossly followed

hiss sxioriation.
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PASTOR DAVID MIDDLETON 1931-1998

Diervid Middlston had besn born and
braught up in Nonsich, attending the
City o Norwich School, Eston, He
aftended both Surrey Chapel and
Hill Crest Chapel, before leeving o
shudy at London Bible Collage and
taking his firs! pastorate at tha
Linbwidcpe Hoad Tabemacie,
Ehepherds Bush, He came 1o
Suwrray Chapeal In 1863 with hiz wife
Résli and their three dawghters and
rermained as the Pastor unlil Easter
1866, The church rmagazine Ancle
recorded commernis made by Leslie
Maliett, a longetanding Deacomn and
sometimss Treasursr of the chapsl,
during the calebrations to mark tha
251h annivarsary of Paslor David's
mirisiny in MNormich:

Dt carme fo e church fagrmanted
by cdifferances, with many of awr
Sundsy senvices mustening less than
one hundred. But with much
pabencs, and a leadsrzhip of gentls
strangth, over years of prodlems and
ATSWERS, oS and somows, e has
by the grace of God created and
sugtained, with a high standard of
canng ministy, a lange and wmited
church, [Angle 57, 1088)

Regarding doctring, his stancs
followsd more clossly the lines of
classic Relormad theokogy than did
K Gewedt and Mr Famlon - an
emphasis that = reteined to this day.
Under Pestor Dawid's ministry there
was a shift eway from the
premillanisism activaly espoused by
his predecessars, lowards an
amillenial understending of the
biblical teachimg regarding Chrsts
sacond coming. He often wored

eyetematically through individusal
books of the Bible, whathar in
Sunday sarvices, or during tha
rridweak Bible sludies. One

nictesrortivy mid-week sedes was the
25 docirinal studies Fundamsnials
of the Faith, given from Februany
18973 to Decamber 1973, On
Sunday rafnimgs rom Seplember
1885 to Decemiber 1983 he worked
trcwgh all 88 books of te Bible,
ona book per sarvice, giving am
ovarviaw of both s context as par
of e whale of seripiure & wall as
its tesching and application In the
20th cantuny.

in 1967 & telephane rinisng beogen,
givimg a prerecorded messsge that
was changed weekly. By late spring
1674 thare had baan 100,000 calls
o the lime, | comlinues foday, and
has bean supplermemed by a similar
shior messsess on the Surey
Chapsl| wabsits, In tha 18608, the
singing in thea Sundeny sanicas wes
accompanied axclusively By an
organ, bul during the 16708 Pasior
Crawid gradually Inbroduced the use
of a pianc for some of the songs,
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The hymn book wsed for tha
Sundsay serdces had been the
Racemption Hyrmoal (finst publishes
1851). Aswell 53 bamg an aniat,
Pastor Dasid was an accomplished
milsician and post, writing somea
bryrrins al his awn. He was always
k@an tar e church 1o be oonlam:
porary i its approsch o music in
worehip, while retaining a commit-
rmiant i thie great hymnody of tha
past, Inthe early 16705 the church
adapted Hymas of Faith (Seripture
Unlon, 1984) &= g rmaln hymn
ook, supplsmernting this latsr with
Sangs of Worshie (Soipture Unicn,
1980), which imMroduced mare
comlamparany hymns and somgs.

In 1884 the church was actively
imvalved in Billy Graham's ‘Mission
England’ and susequently adoptad
tha associsted Mission Prafse saries
as its primary hymn book, In
additicn, during a tirme of rapkd
changs in Christian music, Surrey
Chapel producsd its cwn
pholocopied supplemant of sangs,
laken fram marrny difenant
contempaorany sources. Thiz was
subesguently overtaken by the
technclogy of acstates on an
cyvarhaad projactor and than laber
by presentatians vie a leplep and

a data projecion

Some Individual services were
broadcast on both BB radio and
BEC felavision; a cassetta minisiry,
recarding and distibuiing sermons
started in January 1675, house
agroups bagan &3 well as church
weakands, and a range of mid-week
youth growss ware astablishad
Starting im 1873 the church
magazine called Angle was
produced, a0 named because i

b dm R e Ry

gave the editor: the opporiunity 1o
b2 acute and even right, as wsll as
cbhuess’ [Angle numbear 1, Enster
1873). N ran lor over 100 editions,
but ceasad publication In July 1822,

Crer lie years the patiemns of
sanvicas have gredually changed.
An undated booklat, probaibhy
printed sbaout 1929, gives & daar
picture of he regular mestings, &
pattern which contimued for a further
30 years. The main Sunday Schoaol
wis in the aftermoon, with infants
(-8 yesrs) middle school (818
yaars) and the instilute (scholars
cver 187

it was not until 1268 that the Sunday
School moved o the present
mizrning position, running in perallel
with the moming service, On its firsl
marning in Seplember of thal pear
106 children attended, |n the lale
1880s Sunday School was renamead
Young Chawrch. Since 1800 a
Haoliday Clut: for chikdren and young
peaple has teken place lowards he
ernd el August,
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Lintil redatively recantly, the patiem
tor the adult services estsblished by
the Committes in 1901 continued,
wilth prirmerily ‘ieaching’ on Sunday
momings and ‘evangelistic’ serdoas
i the evenings. Oooasional farrily
senices ware Introduced by Pastor
Dievid in the 18705 and since then
thara has baen & moane fesible
spproach, with & varied emphasis as
hes been considered sppropriale,

A majer change came in 1878 whan
the Mew Intsrnational Varsion of the
complate Bible wes published, and
its usa lor sl services was agreed
by the chwreh. Far rarny af he
akder memibers thiz was a hard step
to taka, as from childhood they had
known onby the King James Wersion,

In aarliar years of Sumey Chapal,
when Christmas Tell an a Sumdsy
there were some modifications 1o

&

tre Lsssal pattern. In 1846 thare wes
an addifional afernoon servics al
2.45pm ‘whare hene will be carals
gtz In 1955 it was agam on a
Sunday and there was an open air
safvice af 3,20pm on the Fair
Ground. Pastar David introduced
regular servicas on Chiistimas Day
rmoming im 1871, establishing a
pafiern that confinues foday.

Tha first sludants at the Univarsity
of Esst Anglis cema fo Norwich in
the merly 18608 Cher the years,
rmiay hawe come to Surmey Chapel,
and Pastor David was wery awans
of thair nesds, Contacts were
devalopad and thare ware special
sludent serdces, offan lallowed by
lunch. Assocdate membership
was introducsd, so that those who
wara mambers of churches a
heme could also be invaled in
rstters relating 1o the fellowship
in Morwich.

In 1979 it was clear thare was the
need for an assistant pasior o taks
some of the worklosd from Pastar
Cavid. The church approved &
progoation friom the Descons In
Movember of that year, and Alan
Black was walcomad to the church
in Fabnsary 1681, He laftin 1984 o
tak@ the pasiorata ol Mill End Baplist
Chirch, Rickrmansworth. Ken Martin
followed frorm 1868 1o 18688, leaving
to take the pastorate of Lancaster
Baplist Church, Peter Hopa cama in
1860 and ket in 1864, reiuming 1o
teaching, Towards the and ol Pastor
Dravid's minietry, the post of youth
worker was established. Amanda
Johnson was with tha churdh from
1863 o 2000, and was imrmediaialy
fedlereied by the present warkier,
Gk Fhillingharn.
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FIEC

In 1882 Pestor David took over as
President of the Fellowship of
indepandant Evangelical Churches
(FIEC). Surrey Chapal had baan &
faunder marmber o the ofganisation,
which was started In 1522 In

order ko show that the spintual
unity that existed betwesn thoee
who held a similar biblically-besed
position could be expressad by
precical tellowship and witness,

&

The condiion of membership & a
cleark-wordsd statement of taith,
which is displayed in the antrancea
husll of tha presant building and
reaffrmad anmually ab e church
mermbers’ mesing. it a good
surmmary of the thaclogical position
of Surray Chapsl

THE MOVE TO BOTOLPH STREET

Diuring the early 1880 thaughs hed

1o be given to the property.

Froposals hed been made for Phass

3 of Morwich City's Inner Link Road,
which was shown as following the
lire al Chapel Loke belore passing
urdder Bar Sireal b cross the Hiver
‘Wensum by a high lewel bridge.
The implications for the chapsl
Buikdings and aooess o fem ware
greal. I the Chrisirmes adiian ol
Angle in 1983 Pasior Dewvid
summarized the Rebullding
Grsstion’. On the basis of reports
abaut the condition of &l the
Buikdings in Chapal Lok, i
appesred hal axpendiiure 10 skay
amd refurbish the exieting properies
would be albout the same as the
purchase of new premises,

Orear tha next few manths, many
mmeatings were held and siles
elsswhere in the city wers visied
and coneiderad. |t was atime of
wigorous activity im the proparty
markat, and coporiunities had to
b assessed rapidly @o thal action
could be taken.

Fastor Devia af the Sendon of Thamsgiang

A property came to the attention of
one chapsl mamber. |t was

31 Crispin's Hall an Batolph Sireat,
beside the nartfem section of the
Inner Umk Road and nest to Anglia
Sguars, then the largest redevel-
oped area im the City. 5t Crspins
Hall had bean the pupose-buill
hesdauartars of the Maliens Union
ot Boot and Shos Operatives, it
conslsted of a good varlety of
ground floor rooms, with a large
firsd loor meeting hal
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Special Church Mesatings wera
called in March and June of 1684
i afer much prayer, decisions
ware leken o reguest the Trustees
1o gall the Chepel Loke bulldings
and sits and to purchass 51 Crispin's
Hall. Under the heading He led
tham farth By the right way: Psalm
107 varse 7 Pastor Devid wrate
Remember, it 2 nat the church
buikding we belong to, but the

Lord and His people’ (Angle 44).

In & later aditian (Aogle 48, ha
rerminded us

Giod never lefz Himaat be pinned
dowr fo ane place, He is always on
fhe move. The one imporant thing
i5 o be the ving pegple of God with
fhe Mg God in eur midst, so we
need not fear the move that iz before
s, When we are i ow new home
wa will be able fo say, ‘Swely, God iz
i this place’, and # will be for us owr

Topng our of e Bofodoh Seed Cuilchng, Febiary .‘EEE.'.D.':I:mng:h 'Evnng Newws”, Nanssoh)

frue Bethed, the House of God, and #
Wil become for many the Gele
of Haavan

The firsl resating lof prayer wes hald
in the e bullding in Septermber of
that year, at the vary baginming of
building wark to axtand the uppe
hall fa farm tha mein maeting room
ler the chapel. The eriginal
architects for the bulding wers the
husband and wite parmsrship o
Michasl and Shsila Gooch, and thay
wara ssked (o adapt the bulding far
church use. A baplsiry wes incor
porated Into the raked arsa where
ths simple fimer pulpit stands
togathar with the oak takls from the
ariginal building that is 58l usad for
the communion service. The mawe
did not teke plece untll the spring o
the following year, with the final
services laking place in the Swumay
Sireat I:'.hapal on the 14th &pril
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1988, The distinctive woodan chairs
that had been used in the onigins
bBuilding since aboul tha 189308 wene
micwed across, remaning In e
today. It was not until fwo years
laber thad The old bulding wies
demolizhed to make way for a
PriLilt-alorey car park linked o
Bomds (now Jofhm Lewls

ciepartment stoma),

The Sendica of Thanksgiving in the
rty Bikding was on tha 18th May
1686, The then Bishop of Thatland,
Bishop Timothy Dudley-Smith, was
the speaker and greatings were
givan by represeniatives of
reighibouring churches,

In Janusary 1688 the churdh
calebrated 25 years of minkstry by
Diawid amd RAcsli Mddliston. Services
wars lad by tha Rewv A Morgan
Darabam who hed criginally given
the 'Charge 1o the chursh’ whean
Pastor David came in 1863,

Ini the sarky 18508 both Pastor David
amd his wile Rdsl ware urwall, and
i Jarwsary 1005 Pastor Devid
arrounced his retirement after 32
years at Surrey Chapel. He fook the
Easter sendces that year smd wrote
his last pastoral letter 1o the church
im May. In the fingd paragraph

I Wroia:

it haz shusys bean my ambiion fo
awcid fediowimg sy particaar party
e, ar srmbracing any of the
changing avangelical rshions.

| have endesvoured fo preach Jesus
Chrte, fo make Hm cenirs o auwr
Church e, and to share Hiz love
wath you. So a= | finish my minisiy @
i= da Hirn thaf | point you, Ba oyl fo
Jesus Chrsl, B uwed 0 Him.
Mot fanvase with Him. Akvais

&

s i o fove and st far Hirm,
Candinge fo pray for us a5 we
&hual far e,

Fastor Dasid died in 1288, following
an opsration. Thoss who wers
mambars of tha church during his
term &% pasbar ook Back on a lime
ol sustsined biblical minsieg with an
aemphasis on bullding up Chrstian
belisvsrs through systematic
tamching os wall as fhe faithiul
preaching of tha gospel to
unbalasars,

His presching and the worship of
the church were from start to finish
Christ-centred, Pastor David's
minisiry was alvays rlavant to e
real Esues facing the ordinsny
belever, so that the church becams
less imsular and mons able to
address the challanges of living in
the second hall of the 20th canbury

His rririsiry was widaly recogrised
amd respactad armong the Christian
comrmunity both in the oty and
nationaly. It is remambered as
praviding & steadying influance,
paricularly during & pericd when
the estremee of the charematic
movaemeant were having a marked
effect om evangslical churches.

Ha was gresily missed by many,
bath members of Surmey Shapel
and oihens.
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THOMAS CHAPMAN, BORN 1971

Fovm and Suparme Chapme with Sansemer, Mumay and Wasky, Ocfoiar A0

The chwech then began its sasrch
for anctver Pastor, Over a long
pencd mamy candidetes wers
considerad, and i was seven and a
half yaars bafore Thomes Mumay
Chapman was commissianed in
Detodser 2000 & the fifth Fasior of
Surrey Chapel.

Borm in north west Morfolk, Pastor
Tom studied Matural Sciences af

thi Liniversity of Cambridge,
spedaliging in geclegy, balona
becoming a pastoral assistant at his
home church in Snettisham. In 1885

he rabemed 1o Cambridga to join the
siafl of Eden Baptst Chunchy, initialhy
g3 & rminstry Tramee and then as
Assistant Pastor, during which ima
tiwe conmaction with Sueray Chapel
was first fostared thraugh fhe FIEC

He studiad for & year as an
indepandant student at Csk Hill
Theological College befora his
unarficipated return o minisiry in
Morfolk a1 the age of thirty-cna, with
hig wile Suzanne, Thay have threa
emal and lively soms; Mumay,
Wieskey and Jomathan.
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SURREY CHAPEL IN 2004

Thamks to the faithiuinese and
goodness of God, Suray Chapsl
confinues as a thriving, city-cerire
church, dreming s membenship
amd congregation from a wids
gecgraphical arsa. |t remaine an
inclependent, avangalical duwrch,
mmeating Tor wership, lellowship
amd teaching twice on Sundays,
although the tirmes of sendicas

Sarvices ara marksdly ksss formal in
styhe than 150 years age. Bath
madem and radiicnal Christ@an

hyrnng smd songes are used,
accompaniad g appropriats by all
available musical imstruments:
argan, piand, brass, woodwind,
sirings, guitars and drurrs, Young
Church s present for the first pen of
the maming eandce, betfore galng io

ware changed im Janwary 2003 o their separate groups.
10.15 am and @15 pm. The full-time youth waorker is
The Lord's Supper is celabrated imdicative of the church's

aach Sunday, aithar at fhe and of
the morming sarvice or within the
evening sendce, Pastor Tom
malrtaing the church's irsdiional
commitrmend 1o the autharity

amd inspiration of the Bible, thus
syslamatic and expositany
preaching form the majr
compon2nt of the esndces.

commilman (o young paeopla,

with Sundeay and mid-weak
activities tor them, including feciball
training. Cther mid-week activities
imzluda the Tuesday night prayer
misating and fallowshio groups
which rmeet in various hormes
thraughout the eity and fe
surrounding area. There are also
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maalings far wormen, far senicrs and
for missionary prayer groups, as
wall as activiies sucsh &8s Surrey
Sketchens (wo art groups) and
Surrey Smartiss (8 mothers’ and
teddbers’ group), Soma of tha other
rinisiries within the dhwurch ana the
digconabe (e current chunch
lzadership), & visiting team prowiding
pastoral and practical cars, a
coursaling service, locsl preachers,
& bearm fo walcome fhose coming o
sefvices and a calafing team 1o
aupport church avents.

Az the pattern of 'missionany wiork
hess changed, 50 bas e church's
rvalvarmant with international
miszion. Work with sludents Ras
become a majer focus, with a
particuar commitment 1o supporing
and providing hospitality for
miamational studants, During fam-
firme, a Sunday moming sendee may
88 a5 many as 50 students from all
parts of the world. Recsntly support
has also besn given to a number of
spacific projacts in which members
have bean sctively and practicaly
volved, swch a3 the Chriztian
arphansgss nom by a Baptist church
n Romania and am Africa Inland
Mission rural agricultural projedt in
Kamya A purmber of yoaung
people in the church

undaertake short-1anm

placaments in

&

arg givan both practical and prayer
sumpar fram the church,

To ooincide wilky B 15000
anniversary & number of significant
developments are being sxaminsd,
cancarning the gevarnmant of tha
church. Consideration is being
givar o B appointment ol eloers -
church rembers who together with
s Pastor would heve corporate
spirtual authonty to overses the
affairs of tha Church, The office of
‘deacan' is 1o be re-exarmined,
fellowing Mew Teatament principles,
to give opportunitiss for men and
worman with paricular gifts o teke
practics responsibility for
designaied areas ol the church's
wark and activity.

& naw Trust Ceed for the cwnership
of the building togethar with a
Constitulion are baing put befora
tre rembership af e end o
Monvemnber 2004,
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AND SO IT GOES ON ...

RINNRREERE w0 T

In the pulgit at the first Sumrey
Chapel, and on the platiarm at the
second, has stood an asry edition
of the King James Verslon of the
Bilbls dated 1840, |t was 'once
found on a kerbside barrow in
Londan' by Lewis Lupton, & gifled
artist and member of the Ushridge
Fosd Tab' who remained a cose
friend of the Middleton farmily when
they mowved from Shepheards Bush
fo Morfolk, He gave it bo Pasion
Divied, wing in furn passed it on o
Surrey Chapel when he retired. it
rammalng, the open book of Scrpture
thet wa look to for knowledgs of
God, and guidance for aur day o
clans lives,

A bether fram Lewis Lupban

(publizhed in Angle 26) begins
by quicting parts of Coverdala's
franslation of Psalm 91, abowt thosa

who ara privileged to ‘abids undar
tha shadow of the Almighty', Belore
rerniniscing over past years and the
Imterbwining of events in the lves of
Gode peopls. He concluded:

‘And 5o if goes on, a fale that will
e el

We thank God Tor thse srmal par thal
Surrey Chapel has played inthe
Fibstony of ke church, and we rejolcs
im tha knowladge that the widsr
rusTaliva, the story of God's
sovereign kove and grace, wil
mewver and.
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In edition 47 of Angls a member of

Sumay Chapel, tha late William Teylor,

wrishe in some dalail about the
higtory of Botolph Strest and s
surrounding arsa

Cherry Lane ra from Pilt Streat,

sl fhe wall of our new bulioing _.
fr 1760 8 small chape! was bt
which was know as e 'Gharry
Lame Weslsyan Chapal’, John
Weslay preached fheve and i 1783
O Adam Clarke bacame the Minisies
Hig was a rencwmed preacher amd
great Biblcal sohoder and author, He
was aiso ane of e small band of
rrert wihielt included dobm and
Chares Wealey, who were
responsibie for giving guidance and
cowunss! fo the early Methodisls .
Evanfualy this chape! becams
inadequae for an noreasing
congregation, and k1 1810 the
people mowed fve sireets avay, o
the mawly buil Gahert Strestd
Waslayat Chapat ..,

At the ana of Pitt Streef ana' just
o e surfsce of Bofcloh Slreet
o Pk ave the g of one of fhe
afdest cruciform Soon chwehes
the Gl On the oppoeite side of Pt
Streef, almost in #ne with Chermy Lane
(Fraugh nal wisible) shood the
Gidencral Mesding House, b by
e Quakers ... The Gioencrolt
ffen's Aduft Schoo' met i this
bunlding eveny Sunday maming for
savanal wears, and ome of the wnigue
fastivras was that hough this wes a
Guaker place of wership, & Gospe
meating was held thars every Sunday
evening with Sankey hymne amd
music prowided By a plano and b
violing, N my paung deys | hed the
piesswe of offen preaching &t Pese
evangelisic senioes.

2? The 150th anniverzary of 1he opening of the first Surrey Chapel building

i find it rather thnling fo think that in
fhis area, whara the songs of Zioh
ware s, amd e Word of God
preached, & onoe sgan (God wiling)
fo be the place where the Lord's
people gafer | iustand hope that
wiir shal receie & much blassing,
and make as effective & winless, ag
these dear people o in thedr day
and gensrabion all fiose years ago.

Sy Chapad pilod, peesvy oay'

ma
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me,.
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first Sumery Chapel uoed fram the 1885 Oronance Map wiln kind penmisskan
dmmmamé'ﬁunsa Burvrying took pacs in 1
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REFERENCES

Al the Canlenary of e opsning ol The
lbuilding in Chapel Loke, o 26-page

Dakry, W 18930, Mamoir of Rabsn
Gowvett. Prined as indroducton bo Gowalt an
Galsnane (Mosas oF Ciydal?] Londan,
Thynne and Co.

Eda, J &l Wingos, N 1008 Redgious
‘Phorship w Morfodi tha 1857 consus of
SCCOMMICTETAT AN aIRATETICS &T
worsing. Marolk Fecord Society

Volume LI

Faoster. Joseph. 1227, Alumnd Omonienses:
e nambas: of Ot Dy, 17715 -
1888 Cwford, Parker and Go.

large collsstion of documents that wers
daposied by Fagior Dmad Middieton and
the Deacomns in 1855, They ans svailsbls far
shudy o The drchive Cantre, ad@cent ta
174 recoeds range fram phetegraphs and
plans. o pasboral letters and accounts. The
Record Ofice nobes that the actual bulkding
that bscame known as Sumey Chapal was
frarced and managed princpally by
Govelt Firaell. and in consequence it was
not untl after his death in 1801 that any
pattern of church government was
daveicpec. The sares of Minuts Books
theredore begin in 1801 and continue
unbrohrn in the Recond Ofice to 1080,
The collsdion i rederenced as MRD FC /G
(Marfelk Recard Ofice: Fres Church
numbear 7F), followed by the rambse

af the indkadual record.

W are grateful for the permissians given
by varbous authorBes for matenal that has
been included in this booklet, The

reprocucs a map (page 325, The Hatianal
Apchben (PRO) dor the mpenduction of entry
HOrr2g'zs. 08 fom the 1851 Cenais of
Ginaat Britain; places of pubde migious

&

Girean. B, ardd Young, R 1968 Monwichi
the oty of 2 oy City of Monwich
Mimaums.

Ordnanos Survey. This edition 16871,
irach Danasen dha walls A e & &
rechuoad sonle (11260 or KILABE oo fo
e v Lo dh fivam 7600 Orohnancs
Survoy publshed 18845 Mo publisher
given. Ovigirel pubkshan Ondnance Suney,
Southamplon

Sumeny Chapel, No date, bt 1529 or [aer
For you and wour chidnan.

Wil Williaen. 1845, sscond scitian.
History, Gazefioar and Disciony of Modolc
Raprinbec in 19653 a8 Wi 1045 Momok,
Mevwion Abbod, Dmed and Charles.

wovship (zage 31), and Archant Ltd
for the ian of the

criginadly in the Eamern Faaning
Mewee, 15t March 1683 [page 21).

| bive bapaien gty bl paad by iy
indiviczals who have given their ime o
haal I B compilation o this histany,
espacially Dr Derek Hadock and

Iér E F Wilson, Feliow Lioraran and
Archivist of Warcaster Callage, Ooferd,
provided further malenal about Roben
Govel, Mrs D Sudding, a distant eelation of
famiky, af Pastor Tom
Chragman and family, pressn day pulg
and chicran's armwark vaere takan by
Férs: Jacousline Paton.

| am alse grabeful to many in the
congregation wha taked with me abou
thar insoharmenm and expanences of
Suray Chapel and ot who have
Farsded an memarabdia concerming the
church. These will be catalogued and
added o tha anchiks,
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PERSONAL POSTSCRIPT

Much mare could ba written about
Surrey Chapeal and the part it has
played i the diy of Norwich. The
Iocal pepens published aince the
mid-1&th cantury require mors
fharough examination. bany
individuaks, some briefhy menbonad,
deserve further study as does the
structure of the church govemment
at diffarent penods and the varicus
thealogicsl nuances that weare
preseni, There are many
uranswaned questions, How did
br Gowett abtain the lemd for the
1854 building? The drawings in the
Marfolk Aecard COffice waere claarly
an esrly design, as they were not
ihe sarme as the sinuciune that was
buit. Did Mr Govett reguire the
building 1o be designad so as 1o be
fhe sama size as the Termple in the
Oid Testermant. or was e

&

ralationship & coincidenca?
carrrments abaul pracices
and traditiane in the church have
been fascinating. Only one external
referance has bean found about the
sarvicas for foot washing - whan
wias 1he practice sdapbed and when
did it ceaze? Did the nflusrtial
Chinese Chrigtian, Wetchman Mee,
ewver gpaak at Surrey Chapel T
Mary matiars heve only bean
cowered inoulling, and much
rermans uexplored. Imestigations
can be camad out at mamy levels,
whathar by a doctorate studsnt, ar
By an individusl who anjoys using
lipraries or rummaging arcund and
sorting b contents of dusky liling
cabinets. The scope b endiess snd
the resudis will surely be rewarding.

Rosamunde Codling
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APPENDIX 1: NUMBERS ATTENDING

Whilst recognising that numbers
attending sendoas & & poof guids bo
thie health, or otherwies, of & church,
it hias been Interesting o bring
togather various referencas relating
e tha numbers of people altending.
A, carefully prepared single page
summary, writien in a meticulous
copperplate kand, records that for
thia seven years of 1844 10 1850,
45l vara recensad inka church
fellowship, Of thase, 112 ware
wilhacdraam fram mambership, 1of a
varety of reasons. Some were later
readmitied, so that by 1350,
mambarship stood &1 & tolal

ol 338 The 1851 census gives
attendance figures of 450 in the
mering, 180 n the aftemocn and
212 in the svening.

The raport of Mr Govatt's daath in
the Exstern Daily Prass appaarad an
the 2131 February 1801, I suggesls
that whilst there had been
congregations of 200 in 1882,
thara wera only about 80 in 1600,

Bavaral sources sugges! thal in the
1820% the Sunday School had 800
childran and &0 teachars [Angple 22).
When a presentation was madse 1o
Mr Parton in 1828, the record
suggesls a congragetion of about
300, By 1953 there warne 254
members, but it appears that when
Pestor David cams to the church in
19452 thare were undar a hundred
mambars. By 1977 this hed risen to
&34 mernbers and 2 associates
iemporery residents of Monsich,
uEually atudents)

Currant membership stands at 175

with aftendance al Sundey senioes

of about 240 in the moming and 100
in the ewvening.

In eddition to memiership mumbars,
it was interasting 1o find documents
in the Norlolk Feoord Cftice (NRO
FZiTa 88) that contaln the
numbera baptised at ‘Surrey Road,
Sapdingham and Moulior'. Mo
braakdown is givan for the thres
chagels - 8 single nurmber is lisled
against the years:

.
2EzT

reEpngeeg

Pt of Eaptisms of Sumey Aoad,
Sankingfun ol Mok,
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APPENDIX 2: FIEG STATEMENT OF FAITH

1, GO

There & ane Gad, who exists sternally in
res ShEnct bt ecplal pereons: e
Father, the Son, and the Holy Sprit. God
B urchangaable in his Roliness, Uslice,
wisdom and kove. He is the almighty
Creaiorn, Saviour and Juckge who susiains
and gowerns all things acconding 1o his
sorreraign will for his owm glony,

2, THE BIELE

God has revealsd himself in the Blke,
which conaists of the Old and Mew
Testameris alone. Every ward was
Inspined iy G thendgh Ruman authors,
g0 that The Bibke &= ariginally given is in s
artiraty tha Wornd of God, without ermor and
fuilly refinbie in fact and doctrine. The
Bible alone spanks with inal suthoriy and
is always sufficent for all maters of belief
and prasiics

3, THE HUrAAN RACE

All men and women, being created in e
Imege of Giod, havew iInhanent and equal
dignity and worth, Their grestest purpose
b8t obay, worship and love God, As &
result of $he fall of our first pacents, every
sapact of human natura has Baen
comupted and all men and wormnen an
witholt spintual Iide, guilty snnars and
hostie to God, Every person is therefone
undlar tha just condamnaiion of God and
needs o be bam again, forgiven and
reconclad 1 God In ander 1o kN

and please him.

4. THE LORD JESLES CHRIST

Thiz Lard Jasus Chst &5 fUlly God and fully
man. He was conceived by the Holy
Sperit, bom of & wingin, and Ived A sinkes
life in chedienos 1o the Father. He taught
with authonty and &l s wonds e Tus.
Ori thes croas he died in the place of
sinners, baaring Gods punshment for
e 5in, redesming them by his blood.
Ha rese from the dead and in his
resurection body aspended irmo heavean
wher ha 5 ealted /e Lord of all. Ha
inberoedes for his people in e presence
of thia Father

3, BALVATION

Salvabon is entirely & work of God's grace
&l cannot be aamad or deserved, [T has
bBeer accomplished by the Lord Jesus

Christ and is oflared 1o &l in the gospsl.
God in his love fogies sinners wham he
calle, graniing theem rapsitancs and fam,
Al who belietve in Christ are justifed by
taith alone, adophed (nto the iy of God
and recens sternal lite.

& THE HULY SPIRIT

The Hedy Spirit has bean sent from
haayvan o glarty Cheist and 1 apply be
wink of salvation. He carwicts sinfers,
imparts spintual 1fe and glves a tua
urderstarding of the Serptures. He
inctwalls all beleners, DAngs ASSUNaNc
af sahation and prosduces incraasing
likaness to Christ. He bullds ug tha
Church and empoywers its membens: for
wirship, servce and mksion

7. THE CHURLCH

The universal Church i the body af which
Christ i the haed and to which all who ara
sarved balong. 1 is made visible in local
churchas, wihich ana congragaiions of
belieders who are commiad o each
ather for the worship of God, tha
praaching of te Word, e administaring
of Baprtesr and tha Lord's Suppar, tor
pastoral cans and discipine, and for
awangelism.  Tha unity of tha bocky of
Christ is expressed within and beteesn
churchas by misual ke, cans and
ancouragement  True fellowship batwvesn
churchas axsts only whers thay ana
it ul 1o the gospsl.

8. BAPTESM AMD THE LORD'S SUPPER

Baptiem and e Lords Supper have bean
given o the dhundhes by Christ as visible
signs of the goepsl. Bagtiem |8 8 symbol
af union with Chrigt and ety inlo his
Chirch bt doss not impart spirhual iHa.
The Lord's Supper is o commermoration
af Chinets sacritcs aflarad ancs far &l
and irmvalkes mo changs in the bread
and wina. Al s blessings ana
recedved by faith.

&, THE FLTLRE

Thes Lord Jesus Chiist will refurn in glory.
He will rase the daad and judge the warkd
in righiecusress. The wicksd will ba sant
1o elermal punishmant and e nighteous
will e weadcnireesd inbo & Il of stermal joy in
falowship with God, God will maks al
things rew and will be gianified foreser.
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A BOCK OF THANKSGVING @

God of &l ow history and Lord of presant days,
God of the futung pears, wa offer Row our praise:

0 great g our sovensigrly; your good and pedect will
through passing cenfuies youwr puposes il

mans God of all owr histony, your faithiulness and powear,
4 urchanged through changing years, have brought ug fo this hour;

your gioing hand hes shaped youwr peopie s presence hens,
ﬂlf}' to honour Chr'st the Lord, he gospel truth declare.

God of all owr presant fmes, whose love i nev aech diy,
ihe within your purposed plan grant us the faith fo sty
and far etemnal truf fo boldly fake our stamd,
I_ d that ance agair pouwr name be honoured i our snd.
or
God of all owr fidure years, whalever they may haid,

e with confidence we trust your purpose fo unfold;
WItui in ail things, far our good, your sovereign will we race,
LA BYETY CIFCUTRSIANGE encompassed by your grace.
God of all ow higleny and Lard of present days,

God of the futune pears, we offer Row our praise;

WOU e afermally, as kimgadoms rise and faf,
your kingaon shail endure tl Ghelst s Lord of al.

Hiyvir writen far the 150th Anniversary of Surrey Chapel, Narsich,
Decambar 2004 by Dersk Haylock, the Goardinasar of Music in Worship
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